
Timeline 

1958 

Verona Huff and a small group of parents started the McHenry County 

Association for Retarded children. 

 

1959  

Bylaws were adopted and the organization received its official charter. 

 

1960 

First school opened with twenty children registered and eight attending 

classes at the Wonder Lake Bible Church. 

 

1965  

A sheltered workshop employment center was opened with three 

employees. An appeal went out to local businesses for simple jobs 

individuals could perform. This was the beginning of employment 

services.  

 

1966  

School relocated to the former Terra Cotta School in Crystal Lake. With the 

advent of SEDOM (Special Education District of McHenry County), a work 

activities center for persons over school age became the primary goal. 

 

1967  

A referendum was passed to provide funds to serve people with mental 

illness, mental retardation and substance abuse. For the first time in nine 

years the Association was eligible to receive county funds. 

 

1970  

A day school for children ages 3 to 16 with severe and profound 

disabilities was opened in Wonder Lake. 

 

1973  

The community living facility with 20 beds, the first 24-hour residential 

care program, was opened. 

 

1974  

The birth-to-three program begins with five infants. 

 

1980  

A transitional living facility was opened in Woodstock for individuals with 

mental illness. 

 

1981  



The adult day training program was formed for people with severe 

developmental disabilities. A group home was opened on Ponca Street in 

McHenry serving eleven adults with developmental disabilities. 

 

1982  

The community case management program was created to serve 

individuals with mental illness. 

 

1983  

The organization broke ground for a 12,000 square foot addition to the 

Dayton Street facility to expand vocational rehabilitation services. 

 

1985  

The organization’s first fundraiser, Gold Rush, attracted 250 attendees 
and raised $36,000 for programs. 

 

 

1986  

A donation of a single-family home was received from Emil Schroeder. 

This became the Schroeder Residential Group Home. 

 

1988  

The Wheeler Street Group Home was opened in Woodstock for five 

people with mental illness. 

 

1989  

After an extensive and controversial zoning process, the Harvard Group 

Home was opened for eight residents with developmental disabilities. 

The Madison Street Group Home was opened in Woodstock for five 

residents.  A new wing was added to the Schroeder group home in 

Woodstock, increasing capacity from five to eight.  

 

1990  

The Marengo Group Home serving eight people with developmental 

disabilities was opened. 

 

1991  

The Johnsburg Group Home was opened to serve seven people with 

developmental disabilities. 

 

1992  

Initiated services for individuals with traumatic brain injury. 

 

1993  



The Clay Street Transitional Home and Jackson Street Group Home, both 

serving eight individuals, were opened to serve individuals with mental 

illness. 

 

1994  

The Annex building, which houses the vocational rehabilitation and 

mental health programs, as well as community support programs, was 

opened in McHenry. 

 

1996  

The first CARF (Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities) 

accreditation was received for ALL programs. 

 

1997  

The Senior Care Program (SOAR) began, providing work alternatives for 

elderly individuals with developmental disabilities. The Manke group 

home was opened for eight adults with developmental disabilities. 

Pioneer West, a building for our Birth-to-Three program, employment 

services and central intake was opened. 

 

2001  

The Silver Creek condo in Woodstock was opened through a HOME grant 

with four residents. The Psychosocial Rehabilitation Program was formed. 

 

2004  

Pioneer Center was awarded $250,000 to purchase a Curran Road home, 

a ranch house that addresses the needs of individuals with aging issues 

and physical disabilities.  

 

2005  

The first consumer-run business, the Snack Shack, opened in Pioneer 

East. The business won the “Best of the Best” at the Illinois Association of 
Rehabilitation Facilities conference. Three new programs were added: 

Janitorial Services, Employment Development Services and School to 

Work Transition Services. 

 

2006  

The organization was renamed Pioneer Center for Human Services to 

reflect the broad array of services offered. McHenry County PADS (Public 

Action to Deliver Shelter) merges operations with Pioneer Center. VOICE 

Sexual Assault Services was started with funds from the Illinois Coalition 

Against Sexual Assault.  

 

2007  



Pioneer Center completed a major renovation of its Dayton Street 

facilities.  The renovation included the addition of a multi-sensory 

environment, fitness room, adaptive kitchen and expanded assistive 

computer technology lab. 

 

2010  

Youth Service Bureau and Children’s Center for Autism merged with 
Pioneer Center. 

 

2011 

Pioneer Center received the Better Business Bureau seal of approval for 

maintaining a 91.7% service ratio. 

 


