
 

 

 

 

 

 

Pioneer Center Timeline 

 

1958 

Verona Huff and a small group of parents started the McHenry County Association for 

Retarded children. 

 

1959 

Bylaws were adopted and the organization received its official charter. 

 

1960 

First school opened with twenty children registered and eight attending classes at the 

Wonder Lake Bible Church. 

 

1965 

A sheltered workshop employment center was opened with three employees. An 

appeal went out to local businesses for simple jobs individuals could perform. This 

was the beginning of employment services. 

 

1966 

School relocated to the former Terra Cotta School in Crystal Lake. With the advent of 

SEDOM (Special Education District of McHenry County), a work activities center for persons 

over school age became the primary goal. 

 

1967 

A referendum was passed to provide funds to serve people with mental illness, mental 

retardation and substance abuse. For the first time in nine years the Association was eligible 

to receive county funds. 

 

1970 

A day school for children ages 3 to 16 with severe and profound disabilities was opened in 

Wonder Lake. 

 

1973 

The community living facility with 20 beds, the first 24-hour residential care program, was 

opened. 

 

1974 

The birth-to-three program begins with five infants. 



 

 

1980 

A transitional living facility was opened in Woodstock for individuals with mental illness. 

The adult day training program was formed for people with severe developmental 

disabilities. A group home was opened on Ponca Street in McHenry serving eleven adults 

with developmental disabilities. 

 

1982 

The community case management program was created to serve individuals with mental 

illness. 

 

1983 

The organization broke ground for a 12,000 square foot addition to the Dayton Street 

facility to expand vocational rehabilitation services. 

 

1985 

The organization’s first fundraiser, Gold Rush, attracted 250 attendeesand raised $36,000 

for programs. 

 

1986 

A donation of a single-family home was received from Emil Schroeder. This became the 

Schroeder Residential Group Home. 

 

1988 

The Wheeler Street Group Home was opened in Woodstock for five people with mental 

illness. 

 

1989 

After an extensive and controversial zoning process, the Harvard Group Home was opened 

for eight residents with developmental disabilities. The Madison Street Group Home was 

opened in Woodstock for five residents. A new wing was added to the Schroeder group 

home in Woodstock, increasing capacity from five to eight. 

 

1990 

The Marengo Group Home serving eight people with developmental disabilities was 

opened. 

 

1991 

The Johnsburg Group Home was opened to serve seven people with developmental 

disabilities. 

 

1992 

Initiated services for individuals with traumatic brain injury.  

 



1993 
The Clay Street Transitional Home and Jackson Street Group Home, both serving eight 

individuals, were opened to serve individuals with mental illness. 

 

1994 

The Annex building, which houses the vocational rehabilitation and mental health 

programs, as well as community support programs, was opened in McHenry. 

 

1996 

The first CARF (Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities) accreditation was 

received for ALL programs. 

 

1997 

The Senior Care Program (SOAR) began, providing work alternatives for elderly individuals 

with developmental disabilities. The Manke group home was opened for eight adults with 

developmental disabilities. 

Pioneer West, a building for our Birth-to-Three program, employment services and central 

intake was opened. 

 

2001 

The Silver Creek condo in Woodstock was opened through a HOME grant with four 

residents. The Psychosocial Rehabilitation Program was formed. 

 

2004 

Pioneer Center was awarded $250,000 to purchase a Curran Road home, a ranch house 

that addresses the needs of individuals with aging issues and physical disabilities. 

 

2005 

The first consumer-run business, the Snack Shack, opened in Pioneer East. The business 

won the “Best of the Best” at the Illinois Association of Rehabilitation Facilities conference. 

Three new programs were added: Janitorial Services, Employment Development Services 

and School to Work Transition Services. 

 

2006 

The organization was renamed Pioneer Center for Human Services to reflect the broad 

array of services offered. McHenry County PADS (Public Action to Deliver Shelter) merges 

operations with Pioneer Center. VOICE Sexual Assault Services was started with funds 

from the Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault. 

Pioneer Center completed a major renovation of its Dayton Street facilities. The renovation 

included the addition of a multi-sensory environment, fitness room, adaptive kitchen and 

expanded assistive computer technology lab. 

 

2010 

Youth Service Bureau and Children’s Center for Autism merged with Pioneer Center. 

 



 

2011 

Pioneer Center received the Better Business Bureau seal of approval for maintaining a 91.7% 

service ratio. 

 

2013 

Opened a New Autism Group Home in Village of Lakewood 

For eight years, three children lived with each other at Sage House, a group home for 

children with Autism.  They grew as a family unit and came to rely on one another as 

integral components in each other’s lives.  In 2013, the children were all becoming young 
adults and one of them would turn 22 in December—at that time his State funding that 

ensured his place in the home would end. In the eyes of the State he would be considered 

an adult and would no longer be able to remain in the group home.  Knowing that these 

young adults had grown and bonded together through their common struggles and 

triumphs, we set a course to find a new house to become our adult Autism group home 

where they could continue to live and grow together.  The search reached its completion 

with the purchase of a beautiful home in the Village of Lakewood. 

 

Transitioning to an Electronic Health Record 

We began a multi-level upgrade of all our electronic record systems which will ultimately 

improve our ability to document services accurately and completely. It aims to dramatically 

increase the efficiency of staff by allowing critical information to be available at their 

fingertips, when it is needed.  All Pioneer Center client records will be electronic by the fall 

of 2015.  The ability to use an electronic health record for documentation and 

communication with other health care providers and funding sources, including insurance 

companies, is a requirement in today’s world. 
 

A Community Mental Health Center 

We were excited to announce the opening of our new location on Veterans Parkway in 

McHenry. The purchase of the building was made without a capital campaign or additional 

funding from taxpayers.  Instead, we took advantage of the real estate market to get the 

building at a great price.  While the current rate in the suburbs for new commercials 

buildings was roughly $200/sq ft and used commercial buildings at $120/sq ft, our purchase 

price of $56/sq ft, which included furniture and equipment, allowed us to expand while 

maintaining our fiscally conservative operations.  Named Pioneer Center for Community 

Mental Health, this location is home to many of our adult, child and adolescent behavioral 

health programs. The new building is located close to our Dayton Street Campus and is 

considered the county’s only community mental health center. 
 

A New Service Philosophy: Community Inclusion 

The establishment of The Guthrie Legacy Project of Community Inclusion was a first step in 

the shift of our service delivery philosophy.  Community inclusion is about creating 

opportunities for increased presence and participation in the community for individuals 

living with mental illness or intellectual and developmental disabilities.  The service 

philosophy works to overcome barriers through activities including community-based 

employment, housing, education, spirituality, recreation, social activities such as joining a 

gym or finding hobby groups, connectivity with local colleges, job coaching and assistance 

in finding community-based healthcare.  Temple University Collaborative on Community 



Inclusion is guiding the development and delivery of these services for our behavioral 

health programs. Learn more at http://tucollaborative.org/.  For developmental disability 

programs at Pioneer Center, a partnership with the University of Minnesota’s Institute on 
Community Integration is being established. Learn more at http://www.ici.umn.edu/. 

 

2014 

Started an Autism Day Program 

Addressing ever-growing community need, we were excited to announce our new Autism 

Day Program, funded by a McHenry County Mental Health Board grant. The program is 

located at our Dayton Street Campus in McHenry, and is designed to serve 16 people with 

significant developmental and behavioral needs related to Autism.  The program has a high 

staff to client ratio and is structured around advancements in the human services field—
participants are able to use tablets and Autism-specific software, through a generous gift 

from the McHenry County Community Foundation, to help with learning. 

 

Pioneer Center Acquires its First Medical Director 

In September, we welcomed Dr. Elizabeth McMasters as the organization’s Medical 
Director.  The addition of a medical director immediately increased Pioneer Center’s 
psychiatric capacity by over 70%.  Dr. McMasters is leading the expansion of psychiatric 

services, professional leadership of the organization’s existing medical services and working 
towards building a community network of psychiatric services.   

 

Telepsychiatry: A New Frontier in Behavioral Health 

In July, Pioneer Center received funding through the McHenry County Mental Health Board 

to begin the county’s first telepsychiatry program for individuals with concurrent mental 
health and intellectual and developmental disability diagnoses.  Telepsychiatry is currently 

one of the most effective ways to increase access to psychiatric care for individuals living in 

underserved areas like McHenry County.  Almost immediately upon its launch in October, 

Pioneer Center expanded the use of telepsychiatry to include its child and adolescent 

behavioral health clients. 

http://tucollaborative.org/
http://www.ici.umn.edu/

